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Important Dates
September 14 - UIHS Youth Event - 3pm -6pm - Morek Won
September 16 - North District Meeting - 1pm-3pm - NCIDC
September 17 - Requa District Meeting  - 2pm-4pm - Klamath Office
September 18 - CFMC Meeting - 5pm-6pm - Weitchpec Office
September 19 - Basket Class - 1pm- 5pm - Weitchpec Office
September 19 - Men's Group - 5pm-6pm - Weitchpec Office
September 19  - Council Finance - 1pm - Klamath Office
September 19 - UIHS Diabetes Meeting - 2pm-3pm - Klamath Office
September 20 - Volleyball - 6pm-8pm - Morek Won
September 20 - Council Planning - 10am - Klamath Office
September 21 - Council Action - 10am - Klamath Office
September 22 - American Indian Day - All offices closed
September 26 - QPR Training - 6pm-8pm - Weitchpec Office
September 26 - Men's Group - 5pm-6pm - Weitchpec Office
September 27 - Cultural Wellness Group - 5pm-8pm - Klamath Office
September 29 - Clean Slate Workshop - 9am-4pm - Klamath Office

Notice of Hearing
TO:  Unknown Tribal Member
A Complaint of a Violation of the Fishing Rights Ordinance (unmarked net) 
has been filed by: Office of Tribal Attorney, in the Yurok Tribal Court, on behalf of the 
Yurok Tribe.
The hearing will be held in the Yurok Tribal Justice Center as follows:
Thursday, October 19, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.
Court Address:  230 Klamath Boulevard, Klamath, CA  95548
If you object to the forfeiture of this net, you should appear at the hearing and state 
your objections. Your appearance must be in person.
You may receive a copy of the Complaint.  To do so, please contact the Office of 
Tribal Attorney whose address is listed below.
Attorney for the Petitioner:
Office of Tribal Attorney 
Yurok Tribe
190 Klamath Boulevard
Klamath, CA  95548
(707) 482-1350
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NORTH DISTRICT CANDIDATES

Aiy-yu-kwee’:

My name is Jack Mattz; my grandmother was Geneva Mattz 
(Brooks) from the village of Rek-woi and my grandfather was 
Emery Mattz. I reside in Crescent City, California with my wife 
Sandy, of 34 years and our three children. I also am the proud 
grandpa to seven wonderful grandchildren. I am seeking to be 
re-elected to Yurok Tribal Council as North District representative 
and I would appreciate your vote so I can continue to work for 
you-the people. We all know that jobs-real jobs that can provide 
for a family-are hard to come by and harder to keep in this 
economy. I am also a supporter of the Tribe’s newest economic 
endeavor, Pek-Tah Fuel Mart on the Reservation (Weitchpec). 
As your North District representative, I have ensured that job 
creation is front and center of the Tribal Council’s and Tribal 
government’s agenda. As a Board Member to Yurok Economic 
Development I have been a part of new growth of businesses 
currently Pem Mey Fuel Mart has 17 employees, 15 of them are 
Tribal Members, 4 out of 5 Jet Boat Tours’ employees are Tribal 
Members, as well as the campgrounds, the YEDC management 
office, and our landscaping business all employ a majority of 
Tribal Members. Yurok Economic Development has a total of 
31 employees with 85-90% are Yurok Tribal Members. In the 
past three years YEDC has acquired Pek-Tah Fuel Mart formally 
Pearson’s Grocery, the Stores Bates Building, Jet Boat Tours, 
Village Trailer Park, Cats RV Park, Bluff Creek Resort and we also 
provide management of the Yurok Visitor Center and Culture 
Knowledge Park. Also, Redwood Hotel Casino, which is full 
almost every night and it is providing much needed employment 

to our membership. We need more opportunities for tribal 
members-on and off the reservation-that provide decent wages 
that you can raise a family on and that provide experience and 
opportunities to grow careers not just jobs. I will continue to 
work with you to explore your ideas for business creation and 
will work to help any tribal member have access to the resources 
and opportunities they need to start and grow their own 
business. As your representative I have pushed for a ten year 
economic and job creation plan that details how we will create 
a more prosperous future for tribal members and against which 
we can hold the Council and government accountable. I also 
continue to believe that the new jobs and opportunities in the 
21st century require a higher education-AND constant learning 
and improving even as adults. I will continue to demand better 
outcomes from our vocational education programs and work to 
ensure that all tribal members – regardless of income or location 
– receive superior education support – whether tutoring, college 
mentoring or access to resources for themselves and their 
families. As your representative you, the people, have voted 
to place me in Council as your representative, it has been an 
honor, I look forward to serving you in this next term as well. I 
have an open door policy where many of you have visited with 
me, hashed out your concerns and, more importantly, worked 
with me to develop your plans for me to take to Council. I ask 
that we continue this open dialogue and stay committed to 
helping our families and Tribal government flourish. It’s far 
more powerful for our whole district and that your ideas have 
dignity and a place to be heard. With me as your representative 
I can guarantee that I will focus on job creation and economic 
opportunities; on better access to higher education, 
improvement for all tribal members and to make sure we have 
a functioning elders program; and an open door policy where 
I will directly and honestly with you to make sure your ideas 
and solution have a voice at Council. More importantly, I can 
guarantee that I will run as your representative and that major 
decisions that affect all of us will be put before you so that we 
can discuss the issues and give me clear directions about how I 
vote. I hope that you will consider me, Jack Mattz, to once again 
be your representative for North District.

Jack Mattz

JACK MATTZ
North District
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Ay-Ye-Kwee, My name is Edward “Horse” Aubrey. I am running 
for the North District Tribal Council Seat- My initial priorities 
are Education, Housing and Economic Development.
     I feel my success in business as a Roofing Contractor, and 
my willingness to work at the council level will assist in decisive 
decision making, while helping individual Tribal members in 
attaining life goals.
     My lovely Tolowa wife and I have 6 children, with 2 still 
living at home. We live in Smith River. My family is from Pek-
wan and Notchko. Growing up I was taught how to dance in 

Brush Dance, play sticks and fish the family fishing hole.
     Early on as an apprenticed roofer I became reliable, 
then I became more efficient which lead to increased job 
responsibilities. I began training new roofers and supervising 
work crew, lastly became a job estimator developing roofing 
bid packages.
     This progression occurred because I am trust worthy, 
honest, fair, open, and responsive to my employees, fellow 
workers, clients and others. My intention is to listen to the 
needs and concerns of my community and bring it to the table.
     Recently I’ve worked as a maintenance worker for 
Yurok Housing and Smith River Rancheria. I assisted in the 
development and construction of XUS Ziplines. In addition, I 
build custom Native American caskets.
     The experience I developed in both my work history and 
business is easily transferrable to becoming a solid Yurok Tribal 
Council Member. Thank You for your vote in the upcoming 
election.

Edward Aubrey
Wokhlew
edwaraubrey@gmail.com

REQUA DISTRICT CANDIDATES
     

My name is Ryan Ray Sr. Great grandson of Awok Ada Charles 
from the village of Waukell. I am 36 years old, father of 5 
children, and lived in Klamath my whole life. It’s been an honor 
serving as the REqua District Representative for the past 3 

years. I will NEVER forget how I got here or the reason I ran in 
the first place. Growing up here I watched council members 
come and go with very little being done for the community. It 
has been and will continue to be my priority to listen to tribal 
members and do my best to improve our community.
     Some of the community accomplishments in the past 3 years 
consist of Youth basketball-with over 70 youth participants; 
Yurok Youth Center; Boys & Girls Club; playground by YEDC 
building, Christmas Party, 7.55 Acres transferred from the 
county to the tribe (baseball field); batting cages, and much 
more. I DO and ALWAYS will put tribal interests before tourism.
VOTE RYAN RAY FOR REQUA DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBER.
Because together we are making a difference.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!

Ryan Ray

RYAN RAY
Requa District

Edward "Horse"
Aubrey

North District
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Aiy-u-kwee, my name is Elise Williams, It would be my honor 
and privilege to represent the people of the Requa District as 
Tribal Council Representative. I am the grand-daughter of Awaa 
Carrie Brooks Hodge of Requa and Andrew Hodge of Shreygon. 
My mother, Carol Williams, is the only remaining sibling of ten. 
I am married with two children, five grand-children and one 
great-grandson.
     I attended Shasta College and HSU taking business and 
pre-med courses. I graduated U.C. Davis School of Medicine 
Physician Assistant Program in 1997, working my early career at 
U.I.H.S. Potowat, Klamath and Smith River Clinics. My education 
and work experience includes office management and financial 
management; including bookkeeping and financial reporting. 
I am able to read and understand finance reports and actually 
enjoy this area of business management. Prior to my career as 
a Physician Assistant, I worked with N.I.C.E.; Tri-County Indian 
Development Council; Johnson O’Malley Program, Peters & 
Associates and office management of a small rural clinic with 
emergency work on the local ambulance services. I was involved 
in the development of the not for profit ambulance business in 
Weaverville, responsible for the financial budget development, 
bookkeeping and monthly presentations to the Trinity County 
Board of Supervisors.
     As Requa Representative, I will work for the tribal 
membership as a whole. I believe that all members’ best 
interest be addressed and services are provided to ALL eligible 
interested members. I hope to foster an open and transparent 
working relationship with all members, the council and staff. I 
am interested in accountability to the membership regarding 
all aspects of tribal affairs. I will listed and address the concerns 
and thoughts of Requea District members to the best of my 
ability.
     I recognize that over-seeing and supervising the management 

of our great tribe involves attention, study and critical thinking 
to formulate positive decisions involving the many important 
and pressing issues facing the tribal membership. I believe I 
have the education and background training to provide the 
necessary professionalism when working with the membership, 
staff and council on the many areas including but not limited to 
the following:

-Tribal ELDERS overall health and well-being, including over site 
of the implementation of the new funding recently received by 
the tribe on behalf of our elder members.

-Our Klamath River’s health and wellbeing and its vital 
resources, with emphasis on the survival of our fish and 
appropriate dissemination of the resources obtained from the 
river.

-Tribal youth education from pre-school through higher 
education and vocational training. Continue support, 
implementation and expansion of youth activities on the 
reservation.

-Address and/or work to improve the health care delivery 
system for tribal members, especially the young and elderly.

-Monitor and follow any existing programs’ progress and 
activities with emphasis that ALL eligible interested members 
are informed and included and have access to any program 
offered to the tribal membership.

-Work on development of possible programs to address the 
many domestic issues (domestic violence, alcoholism, suicide, 
etc.) facing the membership.

-Tribal blood quantum vs. lineage.

I consider work on the Tribal Council an honor and pledge to 
work to the best of my ability in the best interest of the tribe 
as a whole. I respectfully request your vote for Requa District 
Representative to the Yurok Tribal Council.

Elise Williams

Elise Williams
Requa District

* Candidate Statements Continued on Page 8
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The 54th Annual Klamath Salmon Festival
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The 54th Annual Klamath Salmon Festival
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Weitchpec DISTRICT CANDIDATES

Aiy-Yu-Kwee

Nec Naw Tom Willson from Weitchpec.

It has been my honor to serve the Weitchpec District as your 
Councilman.

During my term, I have worked on the Cultural Fire Management, 
the Prairie Restoration, the acquisition of Bluff Creek Resort, and 
the Pec Tah Store in Weitchpec.

It is my passion to see our Community continue to grow in 
economic development and the restoration of our land and rivers.
As your Councilman, I will continue to advocate for the removal of 
the Dam and promote those services that ensure health and well 
being to our people, our resources, and our future generations.

I ask for your vote in re-electing me as your Councilman for the 
Weitchpec District.

Wokhlew

Thomas E. Willson Sr.

Aiy ye kwee' Neekeechyue! I think most of you know me, for 
those that don’t know me yet, I’m excited to meet you! I’ve been 
working for the YTTS as the Weitchpec/Wautec driver for the last 
2 years, before that I was the upriver tribal security guard. I’ve 
had hands-on training in the PICO national network community 
organizing model. In 2012-2013 I worked closely with Skip Lowry, 
Bertha Peters, Sunny Cosce and many others in our community 
to establish the Cultural burn program through the KLOC (formed 

in April 2012 using the PICO model). During my time on the KLOC 
I witnessed first hand the power of our people, and how a well 
informed group of people can make solid decisions that benefit 
not only Yurok, but those living in our community as well. I am 
a firm believer in the power of the people, and firmly believe 
that I can bridge the gap that has formed between members of 
council and the people. As a tribe, our greatest resource is our 
people, and I feel it is time that our voices are represented in 
every decision made that impacts our district. It was a tough 
decision to run, I would not have done this without the support 
of my friends, family and love of my life Maria Robbins. They 
have complete faith in me and I hope this October you too will 
have that same faith in me as you cast your vote! Representation 
Matters!

Thomas 
Willson Sr.

Weitchpec District

Toby 
vanlandingham
Weitchpec District
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Tribe concerned about salmon listing
     On August 16, 2017, University of California Davis researchers 
published in the scientific journal, Science Advances, an article 
featuring recent research that indicates Klamath River spring 
Chinook salmon are genetically distinct from fall-run Chinook 
salmon. This distinction will likely lead to the petitioning of 
the spring run Chinook salmon to be listed under the federal 
Endangered Species Act.
     The Yurok Tribe has always supported the appropriate 
conservation of fisheries resources, including spring-run Chinook 
salmon. For example, the Tribe has substantially, and voluntarily, 
limited the spring Chinook fishery for decades due to concerns 
over the status of stocks in the South Fork Trinity and Salmon 
Rivers.  Additionally, the Tribe is actively involved in large-scale 
habitat restoration efforts in the South Fork Trinity River in an 
attempt to address the habitat degradation that has resulted in the 
decline of this stock.  “We’re not going to stand idly to the side as 
South Fork spring Chinook salmon continue to decline, we’re doing 
something about it, now.” said Chairman Thomas O’Rourke of the 
Yurok Tribe.  
     The single most effective restoration action that can be taken 
to restore spring Chinook is the removal of the four hydroelectric 
dams on the Klamath River.  The Yurok Tribe has been a leader in 
this effort for many years and sees this action as critical to ensure 
the security of spring run and fall-run Chinook salmon in the 
Klamath River.  Reintroduction of spring salmon to their former 
range will improve the genetic and geographic diversity of spring 
run Chinook salmon, as well as result in significant improvements 
to water quality, disease issues, and access to critical habitats.  
     The fact that scientists have found the gene that gives rise to 
the early run timing of spring Chinook comes as no surprise to the 
Yurok Tribe.  In 1999, the Tribe stated in comments to the National 
Marine Fisheries Service regarding a previous petition to list spring 
Chinook, that there was more than likely a genetic link to this 
characteristic.  “Tribal members have always known the difference 
between fall and spring run fish, and we’ve always treated them 
differently,” said Chairman Thomas P. O’Rourke.  
     While the Tribe supports the conservation of fish stocks 
throughout the Klamath Basin, the Yurok Tribe is concerned about 
the impact an ESA listing could have upon its federally recognized 

fishing right. Chairman O’Rourke said,  “The fish, the fishing, and 
the river are intertwined with the Yurok way of life, and a part of 
who we are as a people.  Our concern is that ESA listings have often 
led to immediate restrictions to fisheries, while not addressing the 
true factors that led to the decline.  The Yurok Tribe will continue 
to responsibly manage our fishery and restore spring Chinook 
habitat, regardless of the outcome of a potential listing.” 

Results of new DNA research come as no surprise

The Yurok Tribe constructed this new fish habitat on the Trinity River in 2016.
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Tribal Council gives Congressman award
     The Yurok Tribal Council honored US Representative Jared 
Huffman (D-San Rafael) with the first-ever Excellence in 
Partnership Award.
     “Congressman Huffman has a proven track record of being a 
powerful advocate for the Yurok people,” said David Gensaw Sr., 
the Yurok Tribe’s Vice Chairperson. “We selected the congressman 
to be the first recipient of this award, because of his enduring 
commitment to restoring the Klamath River, increasing our land 
base and protecting our natural resources.”
     The Yurok Tribal Council's Excellence in Partnership Award 
honors non-Tribal leaders who have, through their collaboration 
with the Tribe, worked toward the betterment of the Yurok 
populace.  The Yurok Tribal Council is charged with serving the 
Yurok tribal membership and managing a wide-range of natural 
resources. These complicated tasks necessitate the development 
of strong relationships with partners that share our ideals.  
     Huffman, the 2nd District Representative, is a longtime 
supporter of the Tribe’s effort to remove the lower four Klamath 
River dams, an action that will open up hundreds of miles of 
historic, salmon spawning habitat and drastically aid in the 
recovery of struggling fish stocks. 
     Congressman Huffman recently introduced a package of two 
bills for the purpose of appropriating nearly $140 million to assist 
commercial fishers, including Yurok Tribal fishers, impacted by 
the 2016 fisheries disaster. At the time, the 2016 salmon run was 
the lowest on record. The meager number of fish forced the Tribe 
to cancel the commercial fishery on the Klamath, which caused 
serious economic hardship for Tribal fishers and the businesses 
that support the annual fishery. The Tribal Council also canceled 
the 2017 commercial fishing season in response to this year’s 
Klamath River forecast. Even fewer fish than ever before are 
forecast to return to the Klamath later this summer.
     As the sponsor of the Yurok Lands Act last year, Congressman 
Huffman introduced the pivotal piece of legislation to address 
land inequities within the Hoopa-Yurok Settlement Act and 
increase land management partnerships between the Tribe and 
the federal government. The bill, which will be reintroduced later 
this year, intends to take the Yurok Experimental Forest into trust 
for the Tribe and expand the reservation to include approximately 
45,000 acres, located within the Tribe’s territory. It will also make 
the Tribe a joint lead agency for all major federal actions, pursuant 
to the National Environmental Policy Act, for certain areas and 

designate the Bald Hills Road, which runs from US Highway 101 to 
the Klamath River, as a Yurok Scenic Byway.  
     “The Yurok Tribe would like to sincerely thank Congressman 
Huffman for his tireless service on behalf of the Yurok people and 
the people of Northern California,” concluded Vice Chairperson 
Gensaw. 

Congressman Jared Huffman meets with the Yurok Tribal Council. 
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Aiy ye kwee’! My name is Kaitlin Reed. I am a Yurok tribal member and a Ph.D. candidate in Native American 
Studies at the University of California, Davis. For my dissertation project, I am researching the social, political, 
and environmental impacts of marijuana cultivation on Yurok tribal lands. As California and other states 
legalize marijuana, it is important to understand the way marijuana impacts our community, our river, 
and our world. For this research to be useful for the community – and other tribal communities dealing 
with similar issues -- and accurately represent the impacts of marijuana, community participation is very 
important! Wok-hlew’!

Do you have an opinion, a story, or an experience regarding marijuana that you want to share? I am looking 
for people to interview for my dissertation project. Interviews take approximately 60 minutes and can be 
conducted in-person, on the phone, or through video chat. Please contact me at kpreed@ucdavis.edu.

Don’t have time to be interviewed but still want to help? Your opinions are still important! Take a few 
moments and answer the following questions and email your responses to kpreed@ucdavis.edu. 

 1. Are you a Yurok tribal member?
 2. Where do you reside or call home? 
 3. Do you support the Yurok Tribe’s zero tolerance policy on marijuana? Why or why not? 
             4. Do you think marijuana is a problem for the Yurok Tribe? Why or why not? 
             5. What are your primary concerns regarding the illegal marijuana operations on Yurok tribal lands?
 6. Do you have any lesser, but still important, concerns?
 7. What questions do you have about marijuana cultivation on Yurok tribal lands?

Contribute to cannabis research on Yurok lands: Interview Participants Wanted! 
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